
Quote of the Month: 
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” – Winston Churchill  

 

CALENDAR 

October 14……………………….Parent Teacher Conference/Book Fair 2:30-7:00PM 

October 15……………………….1/2 day of school. Dismissal is at 12:05pm.  

October 15……………………….Parent Teacher Conference/Book Fair 12:30-7:00PM 

October 16……………………….NO SCHOOL  

October 19……………………….NO SCHOOL 

October 20……………………….NO SCHOOL/Professional Day  

November 1……………………...Daylight Savings Time ends/Set your clocks back 1 hour 

November 4……………………...PTC Meeting in the Library 6PM 

    

For a full listing of our calendar events, please click  here  
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School Hours: Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri  7:55am-3:05pm   Office Hours:   7:25am - 3:45pm 

     Wednesday Only 7:55am-2:05pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have many items that have been found. Please stop  

by the cafeteria during Parent/Teacher Conferences to  

claim any lost belongings. 

 

We will be celebrating Halloween on Friday, October 30th.  This year 
students are encouraged to wear a costume that reflects a character in 
a book and be ready to tell others about this.  This is not mandatory. 
Please make sure that your child is not wearing face paint or masks. 
We also ask that the costumes are not bloody, gory or include weap-

ons.   

Students are allowed to wear their costumes all day.  

We will not be having a parade. 

 

The POW WOW will also take place that day.  The POW WOW is a recognition of our out-
standing students for the quarter.  Parents will be notified if their child is receiving an award 
on that day. 

 



October 13, 2015 
 
Dear Johnson Thunderbird Families: 
 
Thank you for a smooth start to the school year. We appreciate your attention and participation in our school activities and 
school news. We have about 60 new students this school year, not counting our new Kindergarten cohort of 93 students. 
They are the graduating class of 2028. Whew!!! Can you imagine what their world is going to look like as adults? We have 
made it our priority to prepare your students for the world that they will live in. To that end we continue to evolve as profes-
sionals and grow our programs to strengthen appropriate technology application in their school day.  
 
Our building goals are focused on technology, standards implementation, and meeting the needs of every student through a 
strong Multi-Tier System of Support. A detailed version of our Johnson Elementary building goals are posted on our website.  
 

The three foundational pillars of our building goals include: Technology, MTSS Process and Standards Work. We will 
continue the full implementation of our character education program incorporating important new strategies aimed to 
deter mean and cruel behavior. 
 
MTSS 
We will decrease the number of students in the “red zone” by 18% & 25% in Reading and Mathematics respectively per  
I-Ready data by strengthening the MTSS process and teacher support. 
Technology 
IT Professional Development will reflect the needs of JES staff and consistently receive positive feedback as to value and 
usefulness. 
Standards Work 
Continue the refinement of standards implementation, while incorporating new curriculum resources including Lucy 
Calkins’ Writing Units of Study and Reflex Math. 

 
Johnson Elementary has been focused on providing a strong foundation of character education for our students for the last 
few years. This commitment includes opportunities for student leadership – in the classroom, in the cafeteria, programing 
and on the playground.  
 
Lastly I would like to invite parents and guardians to coffee on November 10 from 2:15 to 3:15. We will meet in the JES con-
ference room. The conversation topics are really up to the participants – however, this particular conversation is geared to-
ward our building goals for the school year, reviewing our Character Education Program and our efforts to deter mean and 
cruel behavior. 
 
 

Respectfully, 

 

 
   Cheryl A. Gomez, Principal Johnson Elementary  

 
 

Exceptional Teaching Exceptional Relationships 
 

Cheryl A. Gomez, Principal * Sherrie Gallegos, Dean of Students * Jean Granberg, Counselor * Rosa Reyes, Academic Coach 

Johnson Elementary      *     Montrose County School District    *   13280 6700 Road    *    Montrose, CO 81401   *   970.249.2584 



The three foundational pillars of our building goals include the following:  

Technology, MTSS Process and Standards Work 

We will continue the full implementation of our character education program incorporating  

important new strategies aimed to deter mean and cruel behavior. 

 

MTSS: 

The MTSS team will provide professional development around evidence-based strategies for JES staff, once a 

month for at least 20 minutes, as documented in our weekly planning calendar. 

Interventionists will lead vertical conversations and model strategies.  Teachers will input data into Alpine and 

provide feedback through exit tickets to determine the effectiveness of current strategies. 

 

Technology: 

Teachers will consistently rate the Professional Development events using a 5-point rating scale. 

The Technology team will provide 5 differentiated professional development opportunities focused on the use of 

devices, applications, and websites for classroom use. 

Teachers will provide feedback through exit tickets to determine the effectiveness using a 5-point scale. 

Students will provide teachers with feedback regarding the use of technology in the classroom using a 5-point 

scale. 

 

Standards Work: 

Complements to on-going CAS (Colorado Academic Standards) work include- 

Piloting Lucy Calkins’ Units of Study in Opinion/Argument, Information, and Narrative Writing, 

Grades K-8 

Piloting Reflex Math in Grades 1-5 

Individualized instruction for math fact fluency including universal screening and progress 

monitoring to support data based decision-making.  

MTSS 

We will decrease the number of students in the “red zone” by 18% & 25%  

in Reading and Mathematics respectively per I-Ready data  

by strengthening the MTSS process and teacher support. 

 

Technology 

IT Professional Development will reflect the needs of  

JES staff and consistently receive positive feedback as to value and usefulness. 

 

Standards Work 

Continue the refinement of standards implementation, while incorporating new curriculum resources including Lucy 

Calkins’ Writing Units of Study and Reflex Math. 

Johnson Elementary School 

                   Home of the Thunderbirds 



 

Students taking pride in their cafeteria.  

Great job!  

This is one of the  great ways students 
show off their Character Skills.  

 

Congratulations 5th Grade Students: Ciana Beller & Jarett Whitcomb  

Jarett: While always striving for 
excellence, Jarett continues to have 
great academic success.  He comes 
prepared for class on a daily basis 
and continues his efforts at home by 
practicing and applying the skills 
he’s learned in school. Through 
these practices he stays at the top of 
his class. It is an honor to nominate 
Jarett for this award and I know he 
will continue to succeed at anything 
and everything he puts his mind to. 

Ciana is a vibrant young lady with 
a love of learning. She always has 
a smile on her face and 
embraces every new challenge 
given to her. She makes sure that 
she does her best in every 
subject and expects nothing but 
the best from herself and others. 
Ciana is a model Johnson 

Thunderbird in every way! 



Attendance and the Importance of Being at School on Time 

We understand that there are circumstances when students are unable to attend school; however, 
we also know that when a student is absent, missed instructional time is impossible to replace. 
Whether excused or unexcused, time away from the structured educational environment makes it 
difficult to provide your student with the best possible learning experience. 

Included are some ideas to support and provide assistance in improving your student’s attendance at 
school. 

What Students Can Do and Need to Understand 

 Keep a regular sleep schedule. 
 Be proactive and approach your teacher about missed classes. 
 Your input is valued and your contributions are missed when you are not in attendance. 
 If overwhelmed or anxious about work load, contact your counselor or administrator for sup-

port. 
 Be honest about what you are struggling with so that we can take a problem-solving approach. 
 Take responsibility for your attendance and understand that you are obligated by law to at-

tend school. 

What Parents Can Do 

 Make sure your child understands that good attendance and being on time are very impor-
tant. 

 Continue to take an interest in your child’s education. Be involved, ask them what they are 
doing in school, and encourage them to get involved in school activities. It is clear that in-
volvement in school activities has a positive impact on school success and good attendance! 

 Discuss any problems your child may have at school. Communicate with teachers, the coun-
selor, or an administrator about anything serious or that seems to be impacting your child’s 
attendance. 

 Do not let your daughter or son miss school for minor ailments, particularly those that would 
not prevent you from going to your job. 

 Whenever possible, arrange appointments and outings after school hours, during weekends, 
or school holidays. This will help limit disruptions to your child’s education and to the 
school. 

          

Johnson Elementary School 

   “Exceptional Teaching + Exceptional Relationships = Exceptional Students” 

P. O. Box 10,000   •   Montrose, CO 81402   •   (970) 249-2584   •   FAX (970) 240-6408 



Happy October Parents and Guardians, 

 

Your child has almost concluded their first quarter of learning within their P.E. class; some of the learning 
that has taken place within the first quarter dealt with movement concepts, fitness activities and striking 
skills with the feet.  We ask that you have your child share with you the skills he/she has developed from 
the first quarter. 

 

As we move into fall and the weather is changing to cooler temperatures, P.E. class will still be going out-
side as much as possible.  Please make sure your child is coming to class prepared with appropriate clothing 
and footwear. 

 

Moving into second quarter your child will be working on throwing and catching skills, continuing fitness 
skills, concepts and game play. 

 

With parent-teacher conferences next week, we invite you to stop in the gym to have your child demon-
strate what he or she has been learning in class. 

 

In the next few weeks, your child will be bringing home a personal FITNESSGRAM report; this informa-
tive report will educate your child on their current level of fitness concerning various components of health
-related fitness. 

During parent-teacher conferences, Mr. Imus and Mr. Beller can share this with you in a digital version 
and answer any questions you may have. 

 

Happy Fall to one and all, 

 

Mr. Imus and Mr. Beller 



 

Art is conscious, human expression in visual form.  Art is the visual form of communication, essential to the un-
derstanding of and participation our increasingly complex, multi-cultural and independent society.  Through art 
we learn that seeking a creative approach to life is a meaningful, significant and valued human endeavor. Art is an 
essential part of the intellectual and emotional growth of every child.   

    During this month the students have learned about cave art. They examined the beginnings of art by exploring the cave art of 
Lascaux.  The students discussed what it might have been like to live during this time.  We talked about the artists who made cave 
art, and we talked about the materials they might have used to make cave art. The students studied the prehistoric paintings of 
prehistoric animals in the Lascaux Cave in France. Students created sketches of the different prehistoric animals they saw on our 
cave tour, and then used variety of shapes, lines and symbols to create their own cave composition. 

The students have explored and used basic art materials, techniques and processes in their art projects.  In art class we are con-
stantly learning about a variety of art forms, from around the world and throughout history. 

All students’ art projects are displayed in our halls on a regular basis. 

  

Elvira Butler, Teacher of Art, Johnson Elementary 

  

249-2484 (X-3139) Elvira.butler@mcsd.org 

WORKING IN ART 

                 What’s Up at the Library 
    Check It Out!  

       What’s Up at the Library                                                        

     October 2015 

 
BOOK FAIR!! – Wednesday, October 14, and Thursday, October 15, the book fair will be open during Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences!  Wednesday we will open right at 2 p.m. when the bell rings and be open until 7:30 that night. Thursday we will 

open at NOON and stay open until 7:30!  Come support our library and add to your home collection!  There are many fun 

books available, including the newest Magic Tree House book and the newest Captain Underpants story!  You may also pre-

order the next Diary of a Wimpy Kid book! The book fair is my main fundraiser each year…all proceeds go to purchase new 

books and supplies for our library!   

Character Traits – Here at Johnson, we are very committed to your student’s growth, both academically and personally! 

Each quarter  we recognize students who have shown exemplary character at the POW WOW Award assembly. Also, each 

month, we focus on a different character trait to inspire and improve ourselves! Here in the library, I spend the first week of 

each month discussing that trait with every class, and we read a story that illustrates how to apply this characteristic in our 

lives.  Last month we talked about Cooperation, and we read the book STONE SOUP by Jon Muth.  The character trait for 

October is Fairness, and we are reading the book TOPS AND BOTTOMS by Janet Stevenson.  Be sure to ask your student 

about these stories, and how his or her life  can be better by applying these traits! I will keep you updated on the other 

monthly traits and the books we choose to share! 

“Never trust anyone who has not brought a book with them.”  
― Lemony Snicket, Horseradish 

 

Mrs. Mahan, 

 Johnson Elementary Librarian 

mailto:Elvira.butler@mcsd.org
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36746.Lemony_Snicket
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/77898


 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

 

Keeping Your Cool: 

(Excerpt from Barbara Coloroso’s book, Kids Are Worth It!) 

 

Confrontation is sometimes necessary, but all too often it means endless arguments that waste a 
great deal of energy, lead only to further argument, and solve nothing.  If you are going to teach 
your children how to confront assertively, the best way to begin is to demonstrate it for them.  
Using the following seven steps for a fair fight as a backbone, you can begin to construct a pro-
ductive, assertive confrontation: 

 

1) When you are upset or angry, say so in an upset or angry tone of voice.  Let your whole 
body speak the message in a straightforward, assertive manner—not aggressively or pas-
sively.  Your tone can convey anger without a loud scream or a shaky whisper. 

2) Tell the other person about your feelings…”I am angry.” 

3) State your belief out loud but avoid killer statements.  “I believe that each one of us needs to 
pick up our own dirty clothes and put them in the laundry basket.”  Avoid comments such as 
“You never pick up your clothes. “  “You are such a slob.” 

4) Close the time gap between the hurt and the expression of that hurt.  Give direct feedback.  
“This week I have picked up your underwear and running clothes every day.  You drop them outside 
the shower and leave them there.” 

5) State what you want from the other person.  “I want you to pick up your running clothes and 
throw them in the laundry bag after you shower and to put your running shoes back in the closet.” 

6) Be open to the other person’s perspective on the situation.  Give your child a chance to 
talk and be willing to listen. 

7) Negotiate an agreement you can both accept. 


